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GOTHIC HORROR

01 Dracula
Bram Stoker

27 chapters of vampire dread. The blueprint for every horror story since.

02 Frankenstein
Mary Shelley

The scientist runs from his creation. The creation runs from itself.

03 The Picture of Dorian Gray
Oscar Wilde

His portrait aged. He didn't. Every choice still cost him.

04 Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde
Robert Louis Stevenson

What if your darkest side had its own face?

05 The Turn of the Screw
Henry James

Are the ghosts real, or is the governess losing her mind?

06 The Body Snatcher
R.L. Stevenson

Edinburgh medical students and the men who supplied their corpses.

07 The Fall of the House of Usher
Edgar Allan Poe

A house, a family, and the rot that takes both.

COSMIC HORROR

01 The Call of Cthulhu
H.P. Lovecraft

A clay tablet, a swamp ritual, a dead city. Cosmic horror's foundation text.

GHOST STORY
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01 The Empty House
Algernon Blackwood

A classic of British supernatural fiction — atmosphere over gore.

PSYCHOLOGICAL HORROR

01 The Tell-Tale Heart
Edgar Allan Poe

The beating wouldn't stop. He couldn't make it stop.

STOIC PHILOSOPHY

01 Meditations
Marcus Aurelius

The private journal of a Roman emperor. Never meant to be read.

STRATEGY

01 The Art of War
Sun Tzu

Every billionaire, general, and CEO has read this. Now you should.

POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY

01 The Prince
Niccolò Machiavelli

Every tyrant read this. So should you.

02 Leviathan
Thomas Hobbes

Life is solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short — unless we agree on a sovereign.

PHILOSOPHY
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01 Beyond Good and Evil
Friedrich Nietzsche

Nietzsche tells you everything you believe is wrong. Listen anyway.

02 Thus Spake Zarathustra
Friedrich Nietzsche

God is dead. What comes next?

03 Utopia
Thomas More

He described a perfect society. Then was beheaded.

04 The Republic
Plato

Justice, the soul, and the cave. The book that built Western thought.

SELF-HELP

01 As a Man Thinketh
James Allen

Your thoughts become your destiny. The original mindset book.

02 The Science of Getting Rich
Wallace D. Wattles

The 1910 manual that inspired The Secret. Cleaner. Truer.

RUSSIAN LIT

01 Crime and Punishment
Fyodor Dostoyevsky

He killed for an idea. The guilt almost killed him.

02 Anna Karenina
Leo Tolstoy

Happy families are all alike. Every unhappy family is unhappy in its own way.

FRENCH LIT
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01 Madame Bovary
Gustave Flaubert

She married the wrong man. It destroyed everything.

VICTORIAN

01 Great Expectations
Charles Dickens

A convict's gift, a mysterious benefactor, a love that never quite was.

02 A Christmas Carol
Charles Dickens

Three ghosts showed him his own grave. He still had time to change.

GOTHIC ROMANCE

01 Jane Eyre
Charlotte Brontë

The governess, the locked door, the secret on the third floor.

02 Wuthering Heights
Emily Brontë

Haunt me forever. Whatever you do, don't leave me here without you.

AMERICAN LIT

01 Moby Dick
Herman Melville

Call him Ishmael. The white whale was the smaller obsession.

02 Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
Mark Twain

A boy faked his own death to escape. The river took him further than that.
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03 The Scarlet Letter
Nathaniel Hawthorne

Branded for life by a single act, by a town that wasn't innocent itself.

ANCIENT EPIC

01 The Iliad
Homer

Ten years of war, one impossible hero, the wrath of Achilles.

02 The Odyssey
Homer

Ten more years to get home. Sirens, monsters, gods who took it personally.

03 The Aeneid
Virgil

From Troy's ashes to Rome's foundation. 21 parts.

OLD ENGLISH

01 Beowulf
Anonymous

The oldest story in English. Pure violence from the first line.

EPIC POETRY

01 Paradise Lost
John Milton

Better to reign in Hell than serve in Heaven.

MODERNIST POETRY

01 The Waste Land
T.S. Eliot

April is the cruelest month. The poem that defined the 20th century.
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AMERICAN POETRY

01 Leaves of Grass
Walt Whitman

I am large, I contain multitudes. The book Whitman rewrote his whole life.

02 Selected Poems
Emily Dickinson

She never left her room. Her words never stopped traveling.

03 Selected Poems
Robert Frost

Two roads diverged. The simple ones cut deepest.

04 Chicago Poems
Carl Sandburg

City of the big shoulders. The voice of working-class America.

MODERNIST

01 Mrs Dalloway
Virginia Woolf

She planned a party while a stranger planned his death.

02 To the Lighthouse
Virginia Woolf

Ten years pass in a single chapter. The form does the grief.

03 Orlando
Virginia Woolf

One person, four centuries, two genders. Time bends in this book.

04 The Metamorphosis
Franz Kafka

He woke up as an insect. His family wished he'd died instead.

COLONIAL
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01 Heart of Darkness
Joseph Conrad

He traveled upriver to find a man who'd gone mad. The horror, the horror.

TRUE CRIME

01 The Borden Case
Edmund Pearson

She was acquitted. Everyone knows she did it.

02 Memoirs of Vidocq
Eugène-François Vidocq

The world's first detective was a convicted criminal.

03 Jack the Ripper
Whitechapel Archives

They never caught him. They never will.

04 The Newgate Calendar
Various

London's most brutal criminals when they were celebrities.

05 Celebrated Crimes
Alexandre Dumas

The man who wrote The Three Musketeers also wrote about real killers.
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LISTEN ON

YouTube · youtube.com/@HyperionNarrates

Website · hyperionnarrates.com

Discord · discord.gg/kU2acKWbFr

TikTok · @hyperionnarrates

UPGRADE TO PREMIUM

Ad-free playback. Offline downloads. Sleep timer.

$4.99 / month · cancel anytime · launching soon

All works featured here are in the public domain.

Narration © Hyperion Narrates. Visit hyperionnarrates.com for the full catalog.


